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ABSTRRACT :

The rescvarcher approaches the phenomenon of
Rural Housing in the Third World as a socio-economic
phenomenon having its independent and distinct
fealures. e clarifies the main differences betwcen
two pseudo-parallel phenomena, l1.e., the westernized
"IIousing System'" of the Third World's urban centres,
and the indigenous '"Habitation System'" of its rural
peripheries. Then the researcher proceeds to
analyse the ecological, economic, social, cultural,
and psychological context within which we have to
approach the phenomenon of Rural llabitation System.
Besides, he discusses the relationship between this
phenomenon and that context and the mechanismsg of
underdevelopment and dependence’ prevailing through-
out the Third World societies. The researcher
stresses the need for alternative Rural Housing
Policies in the Third World interlinked with a
comprehensive strategy of genuine self-centred
development removing those deformative mechanisms
of underdevelopment and innovating appropriate
humane solutions favouring the wide populace while
encountering the aggravated crisis of Rural Housing
in the Third World. On the other hand, the researcher
criticizes the conventional techniques of evaluating
Rural Housing Projects in the Third World with its
one~-sided approach supporting the unhuman housing
policlies which are incapable to differentiate between
human beings and cattle herds and which reflect the
interests of the privileged few and aggravate the
deformation ana dependence of the Third World
societies. Finally, the researcher discusses
examples of these unhuman housing policies
(Project of Nubians Resettlement) and the other
alternative humane housing policies (Elassan
Fathi's experiment in Gourna El Gedida), in
addition to statistical data defining the present
features of the Rural Ilousing Crisis in Egypt.
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