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budget for Primary school buildings to its limit 80 that the maximum
number of new places is constructed annually. In such a context the

educationist faces the allernatives of providing more conventional
building solutions for fewer children, or devising other and perhaps

dren into school without
lowering the quality of education provided.

problem: more places can
area per student, by lover-
ing the cost of construction, by arranging for -the building to be

It vas with these problems in mind that in 1964 the Asian
Regional Ingtitute for School Buildin

entitled "A C parative Study
Buildingg", In th

involved comperison of the optimum use of each

unit area of covered space for every hour of the day, with the actual
186 per hour, The resulting ratio gave the use-factor. .

Examination of schools in the Apian Region showed use-factors
&8 low as 25% to be quite common.

In a country such as India the application of these ldeas is
of special relevance for although the overall enrolment in Indian
primary achools is high, the number of children yet to be housed is
ouch as to require very heavy capital investment in bullding. More-
over, firat~-level education which in India is a State sponsibility
haa developed at different rates from state to atate. Jome states
thus face a much more formidable primary school building

than might be thought to be the case from a study of the
sltuation, |
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In 1966, Mr.R.D.Srivastava, architect at the Central Building
Ressarch Instituts, Roorkee, India, started further work on use-
of ficiency with a view to achieving economy of space in Indian
gachools. He decided, as a result of this, to establish ways of
making more sensible use of space in primary schools. Working
with Dr.B.M.Gupta, District Inspector of Schools for Saharanpur
(U.P.), India, an experiment was started, the objeot of which was
to achleve maximwum use of covered space through the provision of
clasarcoms only for teaching those subjects which could not be
taunght outside cn the school site.

The result of this work was to increase the use-factor to 85%
und to recduce the gross covered area of the standard primary school
by 40%. ~

Clcarly, the approach to the problem involves much mors than
& mers reduction of the area of the building. The feasibility of

the eolution will depend not only on maintenance of the quality of

education but also on the existence of suitable climatic conditions
for outdoor teaching. |

The dAsian Regional Institute, whilst publishing the papers of
Mr.Srivastava and Dr.Gupta, has provided an analysis of rainfall
and a tentative study of thermal comfort conditions in India which
will, it is hoped, serve to highlight the climate and the very con-

siderable advantages in terms of capital investmecat and education
where the weather is clement.

It has elso suggested fields of possible further study in re-
Jatlon to poiats arising from the two papers. |

This paper outlines an approach through a study of the currd culum
and tho correaponding need for covered space. The conclusions ~
reached may be thought unreasonable by those used to more conven-
tional school buildings, but in the context in which they apply,
thoy undoubledly present a solution to the problem of getting into
achool children who would otherwise have no opportunity of primary
education.
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