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Preface

In 1972, the Intemational Commission on the Development
of Education reported that “... The need to harmonize
school 2nd out-ofschool 2ims and methods in their broadest
sense is felt more and more keenly. The opening of the
school on to the world works both ways. The former

tznds to see itself 2s 2 multi-purpose cultural centre. The
school Iibrary serves 2s public library; the assembly hall is
the loczl theatre; the science lzboratories, workshops,
sports fzcilities, zudio-visual studios and documentation
cemtres zre made zvailzble to the community, at least after
school hours znd during the holidays.”

Since then, z large number of Unesco activities have
been directed at bringing educationzl programmes into
hzrmony with community life. Curricula 2re being made
relevant to students’ living patterns, adults and drop-outs
arz being induced to retum to school in order to acquire
skills corresponding to the requirements of their community,
zad some national educationzl systems are being reformed
so 25 to replzce 2cademicelly-oriented structures with struc-
tuzes that will serve the majority of the population.

New idezas in education usuzlly have an impact on physi-
cd facilities, and this has been particulary true in the
present instance. New educztional and socizal programmes
bzsed on community needs often mean providing more,
better or different facilities than those provided by schools
in the past. Alternatively, it has sometimes been found
thzt certzin educztional activities can be more economically
zccommodated in facilities already at the disposal of the
community, or that several local agencies can pool their

fmencizl resources to construct a facility to be used jointly. _

This community education approach means that the
actiuzl planning of the facilities becomes a community acti-
vity. Buildings are no longer merely containers of an acti-
vity but become the medium through which individuals

and groups working at the local level can begin to partici-
pate in the planning process.

The present study presents a review of how the ideas
presented by the International Commission on Education
have been, or might be, developed in five Member States.
While many countries are giving thought to the possibility
of stimulating more endogenous educational patterns, such
as community-centred schools, few have had a chance to
put such programmes into operation and to evaluate them. .
This review offers the information in Unesco’s possession
to educational planners and architects who may be in-
volved in plafining and designing for integrated school and
community facilities anywhere in the world. By definition,
however, community education is of direct concem to all
communities and it is therefore hoped that the study will
interest an extensive non-specialist public.

Each case study has been prepared by faculties of archi-

tecture through teams made up of staff and students. Ina ~

number of them, even children and adults in the communi-
ties concerned have been able to share in the work. The
material having been prepared by these national groups is
not, therefore, necessarily a reflection of Unesco’s policies
and opinions in this field. Nor do the designations em-
ployed and the presentation of the material imply the ex-
pression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of Unesco
concerning the legal status of any country or territory, or
of its authorities, or concerning the delimitations of the
frontiers of any country or territory. :

There are clearly a large number of additional national
experiences not included in this survey. Unesco is at
present carrying out a world-wide assessment of these
activities and will make available a more detailed report
when the survey is completed.
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